St. Paul’s Trumpet

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
4900 Connecticut Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20008
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November 2008

Dear Friends in Christ,

The appointed text for Thanksgiving is that old familiar Bible story about the ten lepers who, keeping
their distance, cry out for Jesus to have mercy on them. Jesus does, indeed, heal all ten of them, and as
they make their way to the priests so they can sign off on the miracle, one of them, a Samaritan, turns
back to Jesus to give him thanks.

This is a lovely story with a lovely message, But what exactly, is that message? I suppose the simple
lesson to be learned from the text is that we, like the Samaritan leper, should show our thanks for the
way God has shown mercy to us; for the way God, in Christ, has healed us of the disease called sin.
That’s too easy, too simplistic, however. It doesn’t probe the depths of why Jesus healed the Samaritan
leper, and, conversely, it doesn’t offer some good reasons why Jesus did not have to show any mercy to
the leper at all. o

Jesus didn’t have to heal the leper. The Levitical law codes required lepers to keep their distance and to
cry out “unclean” when around healthy folks. Jesus had the law on his side. Jesus didn’t have to get in-

volved. Jesus could have used the law to cover up his “leper phobia,”if he had such a fear, but he didn’t.
No fear, no discomfort, no resentment towards the leper, just love and mercy. Who are the ones we resent
today? Who are the ones who cause us to be afraid? We have a choice. We can be governed by our sin.
and deem them as “unclean,” and not get involved, or we can follow the law of love as exemplified by
Jesus, and embrace them as our brothers and sisters. '

Let me pose another idea. Jesus was a Jew. The leper was a Samaritan. Jews and Samaritans had a
history of hating each other. Jesus did not let that history stand in his way of caring for the leper. Jesus
did not conform to the prejudicial way people of that day looked down upon people who were different.
Throughout his ministry Jesus reached out to Jew and Gentile alike. He embraced the poor, the margin-
alized, and the outcast. He never demonized a person because of the color of his skin or his position in
life. I’'m not sure that people of the 21* century have changed all that much from those folks of 1* century
Palestine. We hear a lot of nasty talk today. There is vicious name calling and a demonizing of others
because they happen to be black or Muslim or.old or whatever. Talk like this can lead to violence. This
needs to stop. But before it does we have to stop labeling “them’” as the culprits, as the sinners, and look
to the prejudice that fills our own hearts.

So as brothers and sisters, as all who have fallen short of the glory of God, we cry out like the Samaritan
leper, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” In faith, we know that we have a Savior who will heal us of the
sin that besets us so. And just like the Samaritan leper we will return to Christ and offer our gratitude and
our pledge that we will live our lives in peace and harmony with those around us.

Yours in Christ,

%&W

Rev. Thomas A. Ombholt, Semor Pastor




Please keep in
your prayers...

Marge Lee
Carolyn Bastian
Barb Pitts

Betty Keene
Jeanette Cohen
Heather Jordan
Leo Curry

Quin Marsh
Vicky Boyle

Members and friends of St. Paul’s
Church extend sincere sympathy
to Joan Janshego upon the death
of her mother, and to David
Tweed upon the death of his
father, Fred Tweed.

Editor’s nofte:

When David Tweed asked, in late
September, if the death of his dad,
Fred Tweed, could be listed in St
Paul’s Trumpet, which of course
it could be, I checked with Bente
to see if Pastor Tom was aware of
David’s loss. He was, and was
giving David pastoral support in
his time of grief.

For those of you who don’t know
David, he is a special young man
dedicated to serving St. Paul’s.
I'didn’t know David’s dad as well
as his mother, Jeanne. We shared
some good times, long ago, as
members of St. Paul’s Young
Adults. Jeanne had a great sense
of humor. Her warm laugh was
infectious, causing all to laugh
with her as she recounted how she
and Fred had to cope with a very
active child. Apparently at age

three or so, David knew how to
open locked doors. When their
home in Bethesda was secured for
the night, David would decide it
was time to explore the neighbor-
hood. Jeanne would laugh as she
told us that David was quite well
known by the local police, who
would rescue David from his
night adventures and bring him
home safely.

If you don’t know David, you
should. He grew up in St. Paul’s
searching for love and support
we all need to try and follow the
teachings of our Savior, Jesus
Christ. It is never easy to lose our
parents, David. However, [ know
they loved you, and still love you,
very much. I trust you are not
offended by my revealing what an
active child you were.

So the next time you see David,
let him know that he is not alone,
for we are here to help each other
through the good and bad times.

Thank You, Harrison!

One of our recent confirmands,
Harrison Albert, has brought St.
Paul’s Church to the point where
we now can pod-cast the Sunday
morning sermons over the
internet. Just check out the St.
Paul’s website and go from there.

Thank you, Harrison, for helping
us communicate the Gospel
through this wonderful, and for
some, still mysterious technology.

Church Council

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

President Lexy Mueller and
Council members welcome your

calls at their home phone numbers.

Bill Albert 301-933-987
Jeremy Bratt 202-537-6656
Miriam Burt 202-362-4997
Gail Ferris 202-363-731

Jay Guerber 202-686-1256
Susan Hollar 202-966-2009
Carrie Johnson 202-237-6235
Rod Larson 301-263-9265
Heather Lawler 202-821-3182
James Lose 703-527-5659
Lexy Mueller 301-718-9687
Beth VanHanswyk 101-363-7465

Ministry Chairs
Education Ministry
William Hamm - 301-680-0909
Worship Ministry
Pam Wannen - 202-454-6700
Stewardship Ministry
Lee Ann Tegtmeier - 301-652-2211
Evangelismm Ministry
Regina Holliday - 202-248-9017
Support Ministry
Joan Janshego - 202-966-4721
Walt Anderson - 202-333-2672
Secial Ministry
Kate Belinski - 202-244-0005

Deadline for December

St. Paul’s Trumpet
is Novemberl5, 2008




Pastoral Acts

Baptism
September 28, 2008

George Stuart Baumgardner, [II
son of

Amy and George Baumgardner, Il

Baptism
September 28, 2008

Vala London Prestbo
daughter of
Letha and Bradford Prestbo

Baptism
October 5, 2008

Alasdair David Delgado
McCommons
son of
Paula and Ian McCommons

Wedding
September 19, 2008

Abby Bird
and
Patrick Royal

Wedding
September 20, 2008

Chervonne Colon
and
Andrew Stevenson

Memorial Service

John Reisdorf
infant son of
Mark and MariElyn Reisdorf

Fall Forums

Members and friends of St. Paul’s
are invited to participate in two
Fall Forums to talk about, well,
to talk about whatever anyone
wants to talk about. The Fall
Forums will be held on two
Sundays, November 9" and
November 16%, after the 11:00
am worship service. The place
will be determined on whether
two, 20 or 200 show up. One of
our pastors, and at least one
church council member will be
present to facilitate discussion.

What’s on your mind?

Do you have questions about the
new communion procedures, the
kitchen, the economy crisis, the
presidential election, the 5%
setting, the hideous carpet in the
lower auditorium, the hideous
carpet in Schafer Hall, the future
of St. Paul’s and the future of the
planet? If you do, then come and
let’s talk.

Community of Faith

Please be reminded that we are a
community of faith, the body of
Christ, so if you come with a
question or concern, ot a good old
fashioned gripe, be prepared to
work together in finding a way to
deal with the challenges that
confront us all.

Know that all lives are
mine; the life of the
parent as well as the life
of the child is mine.

~Fzekiel 18:4

Come to me, all you
that are weary and are
carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.

—Matthew 11:28

Deaconess Meditation

Greetings to you! By the time you
read this newsletter it already will
be November. Preparations are
beginning for family gatherings.
Thanksgiving celebrations, and
the upcoming holidays. I don’t
know about you but I am starting
to feel the effects of accelerated
schedules and demands!

How does it all happen?

We assured ourselves that this
year it would be different — we
wouldn’t let that shift from “good
schedules™ to such a frantic pace
happen! Yet here we are — caught
up in it all again. Now, let me
assure you that I don’t have a
magical answer, but as we ap-
proach these seasons of joy and
celebrations perhaps we need to
remind ourselves of some
important things.

Nurturing our spiritual lives...

In our demanding lives, let us stop
to acknowledge the absolute need
to nurture our spiritual lives. 1
hope that the following are a few
ideas that you can take to heart
and try to remember in the days
ahead:

B Stop and listen to the ways
God says “I love you.” Is it
in the smile of a loved one?

Is it music? Is it the beautiful
sound of wind blowing
through the trees?

E Take time to listen to yourseif.
Stop in the middle of a frantic
pace and listen closely in the
Spirit — that little quiet voice
deep inside. What is it saying
to you?




B

B Know that God is not limited
to one particular experience in
your life — with God there is
always more — always.

® Make and take the time to be
present with God. Allow Him
to come to you.

B Pay attention to the children,
no matter what your age.
Learn from them — their open-
ness, trusting dependence,
playfulness, laughter, joy.

E Find and keep a rhythm of
solitude and community -
balance. There is beauty and
comfort in both.

B Be gentle with yourself. Don’t
struggle with where you are in
a moment — allow God to
gently guide you where He
wants you to be.

I pray that you will discover the
importance of nurturing your
spiritual life, especially during
these upcoming months. God’s
peace and blessings be upon you.
Have a blessed Thanksgiving!

And surely I am with
you always, to the very

end of the age.
~MT.28;20

Deaconess Noles

Prayer Shawl Ministry
November 2, 2008, 10:00 am

The ministry group will gather in
the dining area for discussions
and the opportunity to work on
current prayer gifts. Anyone is
welcome to join this ministry of
service and prayer!

Life Line Screening
November 11, 2008

St. Paul’s will sponsor Life Line
Screening from 8:00 am - 4:00
pm, which offers noninvasive
ultrasound health screening.
Please call 1-800-679-5192 to
schedule an appointment time.
Health screenings will be con-
ducted in the lower auditorium.

Prime Time
November 19, 2008
. 11:00 am —2:00 pm

Anyonla 55 years of age and older
is invited to attend the Prime
Time gathering in the lower
auditorium and dining area.

We will begin with an exercise
program, which allows you to
remain seated (nothing too
strennous), and then share a
delicious lunch and conversation.

Following lunch we will enjoy
Russian folk music presented by
Russkie Musikanti. This talented
group has performed all over the
DC, MD, and VA regions with
their traditional folk instruments

and authentic costumes of Russia.

Come join in the fellowship!

RSVP to the church office (202-
966 5489) and let us know if you
need transportation.

For I know the plans I
have for you...plans to
prosper you and not to
harm you, plans to give
you hope and a future.

—Jer. 29:11

A Fall Prayer for
Changing Times

During these days when so much
is changing, may you surround
yourself and those you love with
beautiful reminders of what
matters most in our daily lives.
The following poem, by Holly
Gerth may help us understand our
“changing times.”

Lord,

There is so much happening
in our world right now.

In the midst of it all, it’s so
good to know

You’re in control,

Your love is never-ending,
and You provide for us,

As the trees turn colors,

and the nights grow cooler,
may we be reminded

that every season of our lives
is part of Your loving plan.

Amen.

Christmas Poinsettias ---
Help beautify St. Paul’s Chancel and
Altar. Plants in 7" pots containing 8-
12 blooms are $11.50 each. To order,
please complete the form below and
return: it to the church office.

Please order poinsettias
at $11.50 each,

Name:

Phone: Env.#

It honor of:
Name(s)

In memory of:
Name(s)




Feed My Sheep

It is hard to imagine a more fitting
metaphor for Christian life than
eating and sharing the bounty God
provides for us. We all hunger,
both for something hearty to eat
and also for the fullness of Christ
in our hearts each and every day.

It is when we come together to
receive this gift of the body and
blood of our Lord that we are
united by our shared hunger as
we are welcomed to God’s table.
So also we are united by the
blessings of food and shelter
which are meant to be shared
among God’s people.

However, we all are aware of the
many in our community who do
not share in these physical bless-
ings and God is calling us to feed
each other as we have been fed.
Indeed, scripture is rich with
images of Jesus urging us to reach
out in compassion to feed those
around us.

When the disciples wanted to
send away the crowds, Christ
replies they need not go away —
you give them something to eat.
Despite their doubts about being
able to feed so many, God works
through them to provide a meal
for all. When asked how to show
love for Him, Jesus replies simply
and repeatedly to feed my sheep.

As a congregation, St. Paul’s is
exploring how we can answer this
call to feed God’s people in north-
west D.C. We are expanding our
food pantry to hold open distri-
bution hours two Saturdays per

month. In order to obtain enough
food for this effort, we are
beginning a relationship with the
Capital Area Food Bank to serve
as a partner agency in our area.

We are excited at this opportunity
to make use of the refurbished
cabinets and kitchen area to store
the food and to use the dining
room for distribution, This also
will be an excellent opportunity
for families to get involved in the
mission of our church by signing
up to work a Saturday distribution
We will be working with many of
our community partners (such as
Community Council for the
Homeless at Friendship Place) to
spread the word about this new
ministry as well.

All of us reading the headlines
these days know that difficult
times are approaching for many
working families across the
nation, especially in Washington,
D. C. As hunger and access to
nutritious food become real issues
not only for the homeless but for
working families with children,
there is no better time for St.
Paul’s to reach out to our
neighbors.

Volunteers are needed to work
distribution and help “shop” for
food. Also on October 25, we will
be taking a group of volunteers to
the Capital Area Food Bank to
help sort food and learn more
about their operations as our
project for the national Make a
Difference Day. If you would
like to volunteer for the food
pantry, please contact Evan Davis

at emdaviwm(@gmail.com.,

|

Thank You, God...

Thank you, God, for little things
that often come our way —

The things we take for granted but
don’t mention when we pray -~
The unexpected courtesy,

the thoughtful, kindly deed —

A hand reached out to help us

in time of sudden need —

Oh make us more aware, dear
God, of little daily graces

That come to us with “sweet
surprise” from never-dreamed-of
places.

I Must Go Shopping

One of these days I must go
shopping! I am completely out of
self-respect. I want to exchange
some self-righteousness I picked
up the other day for some
humility which they say is less
expensive and wears better. I
want to look at some tolerance,
which is being used for wraps
this season. Someone showed me
some pretty samples of peace —
we are a little low on that — and
one can never have too much of it.
And, by the way, I must try to
match some patience that my
neighbor wears. It is most
becoming to her, and I think it
might look well on me. I might try
on that little garment of long
suffering they are displaying. |
never thought I wanted to wear it,
but I feel myself coming to it.
Also, I must not forget to have my
sense of appreciation mended, and
look around for some inexpensive
every-day goodness. It is
surprising how quickly one’s
stock of goodness is depleted.
—Contributor, Roy D. Heffley, Sr.

P
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Middie School (7th ¢ 8th Grade)

Halloween Carnival on Saturday, Nov. 1 from 6pm-9pm

Come help with the annual Halloween Carnival. Youth are needed to serve as live props in the
haunted house area and help with other activities. RSVP to Pastor Meredith if you can attend.
Community service hours are available for the event.

Help the Homeless Walkathon on the National Mall

Saturday, Nov. 22 from 8:00am-12:00 noon

1t’s time for the annual walkathon to support St. Paul’s Shelter. You need to register in advance at
www. helpthehomelessdc.org. Be sure to chose St. Paul’s Shelter — St. Paul’s English Lutheran
Church as your beneficiary organization. We'll meet in the church parking lot PROMPTLY at
8:00am and then metro down to the Mall for the walk. After the walk, we will come back up to
Tenleytown for our traditional post-walk brunch at Guappo's. We should be back at the church by
12:00 noon. You can get community service hours for this event!

Youth Quake

Friday, Jan. 9 at 4:00pm to Sunday, Jan. 11 at 2pm

St. Paul’s Middle School Youth will be heading to the Hunt Valley Marriot for a faith-filled
weekend with about 500 other middle school youth from PA, MD, DC and VA. There will be the
opportunity for large group sessions with a band and speakers, workshops, a dance Saturday night
and lots of fun. The cost for the event is $130 plus the cost of food. To register, fill out the forms
available from Pastor Meredith and turn them in with your check for $130.

Cenior High (9th—12th Grade)

Halloween Carnival on Saturday, Nov. 1 from 6pm-9pm
See the blurb above for all of the information you need!

Help the Homeless Walkathon on the National Mall
Saturday, Nov. 22 from 8:00am-12:00 noon
See the blurb above for all of the information you need!

Winter Retreat at Deep Creek Lake

Friday, Feb. 6 at 4:45pm to Sunday, Feb. at 2:00pm

St. Paul’s Senior High Youth will be heading up to the Omholt’s House at Deep Creek Lake for a
weekend of snow tubing, Bible study and fun. It will be a chance to get away and grow in faith.
The cost for the event is §150 and scholarship assistance is available for anyone who might need it.
Youth will need about $20 of spending money for the weekend to cover any souvenirs/snacks they
might want to purchase at the snow tubing and a possible trip to the movies. Be sure to bring the
Jollowing: pillow, sleeping bag, towel, bathing suit for the hot tub, really warm clothing, Bible and
lots of enthusiasm. To register, fill out the forms available from Pastor Meredith and turn them in
with your check for $150.




Stor THE PRESS!

LATE BREAKING NEWS FROM ST. PAULS

Halloween and All Saints Carnival on Sat., Nov. 1 from 6:30pm-8:30pm in the

Lower Auditorium

St. Paul’s Evangelism Ministry Team will again host a Halloween Carnival. Come dressed in costume
for an evening of fun. There will be cookie decoration, an art project with Miss Regina, a haunted
house and many other activities. Please bring a “treat” for our homeless shelter residents such as
personal hygiene items, cleaning supplies or paper products.

Healing Service on Sun., Nov. 2 at 12:15pm in the Sanctuary

St. Paul's will be holding a series of healing worship services throughout the year. The first service of
healing will take place on All Saints Sunday. All are welcome to be a part of this worship experience
in which we pray for healing for ourselves and other people in need.

Help the Homeless Walkathon to Support St, Paul’s Shelter on Sat., Nov. 22 from

8:00am—12:00noon

it’s time for the annual walkathon to support St. Paul’s Shelter. You need to register in advance at
www.helpthehomelessdc.org. Be sure to chose St. Paul’s Shelter — St. Paul’s English Lutheran
Church as your beneficiary organization. We’ll meet in the church parking lot PROMPTLY at 8:00am
and then metro down to the Mali for the walk. After the walk, we will come back up to Tenleytown for
our traditional post-walk brunch at Guappo’s. We should be back at the church by 12:00 noon.

Young Adults Thanksgiving Potluck Dinner on Sun., Nov. 23 at 6:00pm in the
Dining Room

All St. Paul’s Young Adults are invited to this potluck Thanksgiving celebration. Bring some festive
food and beverages to share and invite your friends to come, too. It will be a chance for fellowship and
to share in God’s blessings with one another. RSVP to Pastor Lovell if you plan to attend.

Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service on Wed., Nov. 26 at 7:00pm

Join the St. Paul’s community as we give thanks for all of the blessings that God has bestowed on us.
Come with thankful hearts and voices raised to worship. Family, friends and neighbors are invited and
encouraged to attend.
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God’s Creation

" ... you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver."
-2 Corinthians 9:7

NEW! 2009 Time, Talent and Treasure Pledge Form Online

This year the St. Paul's Time, Talent and Treasure Pledge Form is available online. We are
asking every household to complete a pledge form fo let us know how they plan to share
their gifts with God and the church in the coming year. You can access the pledge form at
http://survey.constantcontact.com/survey/ad7e2djtzgpfmOnmnyi/start. Please contact a
member of St. Paul’s Stewardship Ministry Team if you have any questions.

Become a Good Steward and/or Receive E-mail Announcements

If you have not already done so, please take a moment to sign up for these two electronic
opportunities. Become a "Good Steward” and receive all of your communication from the
church by e-mail. You'll get congregational mailings, the Trumpet newsletter, worship
assistant schedules, efc. by e-mail. By doing so, you will save the church money and save
wear and tear on God's creation. Then, stay up to date on all of $t. Paul's happenings by
signing up for the e-mail announcement newsletter from the church. This newsletteris sent
out weekly and includes everything that is going on at the church. To sign up for one or both
of these opportunities, e-mail office@stpavulsiutherandc.com.

Simply Giving Program

Many of our members are taking advaniage of the Simply Giving program through Thrivent
Financial for Lutherans. This program is, well, simple. Your weekly, monthly, or bi-monthly
offering will be deducted directly from your bank account - no checks to write and record.
This way, you can continue giving to St. Paul's on those Sundays when you are on vacation.
To sign up for the Simply Giving program, fill out the Simply Giving Enrollment Form and refurn
mail/deliver it to the church. You can access the Simply Giving form on St. Paul's website or
have one mcailed to you by calling the church office.

St. Paul’s Stewardship Ministry Team

Pastor Omholt 202-966-5489
Jeremy Bratt 202-489-3392
Carrie Johnson 202-237-6235
Jim Lose 703-527-5659

Lexy Mueller 301-718-2687



WORSHIP ASSISTANTS SCHEDULE

Month of November 2008
8:30 AM Service 11/2 11/9 11/16 11/23 11/26 11/30
All Saints Christ the King Thksgivng Eve 1st Advent
Communion Asst Ralph Benson Debbie Bird Rosanne Pool Aliya Anderson Barb Pitts
Lay Reader  Lee Ann Tegtmeier Barb Pitts Faith Bauersfeld Debbie Bird Carrie Johnson
Greeters Eliz Bostdorff Barnharts Mary Ballou Bauersfelds Bill Jackson
Ushers Karl Miller Ralph Benson Debbie Bird Vee Seeney Carl Bauersfeld
Carl Bauersfeld Vee Seeney Karl Miller Ralph Benson Debbie Bird
Acolyte Barb Pitts Kath Franc Rosanne Pool Barb Pitts Kath Franc

Altar Guild Rosanne Pool Rosanne Pool Rosanne Pool Rosanne Pool Rosanne Pool
Month of November 2008

11:00 AM Service 11/2 11/9 11/16 11/23 11/26 11/30
All Saints Christ the King Thksgivng Eve ist Advent
Assisting Minister John Colella Evan Davis Veronica Ferrls Bob Ayres Heather Lawler
Communion Assts Veronica Ferris Anya Burt  Beth Van Hanswyck  Claire Schweiker Roseanne Pool David Cox
David Cox  Jennifer H-Kilbride Cheryl Hickman Harrison Albert Jennifer H-Kilbride
Harrison Albert Amy Holley Annie Goerlich  Heather Buckner Kate Belinski
Miriam Burt Eric Spitler Debbie Goerlich Vercnica Ferris John Juenemann
John Juenemann Melissa Shannon Miriam Burt Cassie Brown Mike Triplett
Lay Reader Melanie Brandt David Longfellow Ray Phillips  Lorna Abernathy Mathe Albert
Greeter - Front Alberts Beth VanHanswyck O'Briens Schweikers Gail & Veronica Dybwads

Greeter - Portico

Ushers

Crucifer

Acolyte

Torch

Banner Bearer
Flower Arranger
Altar Guild

K Schwarzmann
Paul Reichert
Kevin Mayhugh
Karl Moeller
Kate McCreary

Anya Burt

Veronica Ferris
Meredith King

Eleanor Franc
Leo Wackler

Andrew Colella

W. & L. Shelton

Kate & Sarah McC
Kay Cartwright
Carl Muhlbauer
Bill Heffley

Jay Guerber
Frank Albert

Alyssa Edwards

Julia Juenemann
Nicole Fistere

Barbara Nordquist
W. & L. Shelton

Angela Huskey

Rod Larson
Harry Heintzen
Eric Kilbride
Doug Brown

Peter Mueller

Cameron Sprenger
Sara Phillips

Bente Longfellow
W. & L. Shelton

Derrick Benson

Joan Janshego
Bob Janshego
Richard Koch
Paul Reichert

David Tweed

Kate McCreary
Sarah McCreary

Mathe Albert
W. & L. Shelton

Ralph Benson
Carl Muhlbauer

Kristin Lane

Anne Marie Lane
lessica Coulter

Leighann Taylor

Frank Albert
Bob Hershey
Cheryl Hickman
Karl Moeller

Gus Rademacher

Julia Sprenger
Travis Truppner

Kay Cartwright
W. & L. Shelton
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