St. Paul’s Trumpet

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
4900 Connecticut Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20008
202-966-5489

Aril 2009

Dear Friends in Christ,

As I write this for the April issue of St. Paul’s Trumpet, 1 am also keeping a close eye on the Maryland -
Memphis basketball game. It is March Madness, after all. It is halftime and Maryland is losing by twenty
points. One can only hope for a huge comeback in the second half if Maryland hopes to continue in the
tournament. Even though I always try to be the optimist, [ must confess that it doesn’t look good for the
Terps. It all seems rather bleak.

From March Madness I turn to the economic madness that besets us so. Some of you have lost your jobs.
Many of us have lost our savings and the necessary funds to live comfortably in retirement. Retirement,
which for some was within close reach, now seems so very far away. It all seems rather bleak. We hope
for a comeback. '

I suppose nothing can be more maddening than watching a loved one lose his or her battle with a disease.
It may be cancer, alcoholism or Alzheimer’s disease. We hope that our prayers will be answered, that
medical science will come up with a cure, that our loved one will make a comeback, but realistically
we’re not that sure.

Easter is not about basketball or the economic crisis, or even about some medical crisis, per se, but it is
about one of the greatest comebacks ever. As such it gives us hope even when things look very bleak,
indeed. You see on Good Friday, Jesus was crucified and he died. On Easter he came back, He came
back from the dead to live eternally with his Father and with all of us. He came back from the terrible
scourging and torture to show how important these horrible things can be against a faithful spirit. He
came back from that gruesome death on a cross to show that hatred and misunderstanding can never
win the day against love. He came back from that dark respite in the tomb to show that he lives and that
he is loose upon the world and loose in our hearts and lives.

The Resurrection of Our Lord is about Jesus rising from the grave to live again. It also gives us the hope,
as well as the courage, to rise above the madness of this world and all the ills that beset us so. It offers us
all that gracious reminder that I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though
they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.

Yours in Chljist,
{4 ) |
O//L’\*" 'A’ ) M

Rev. Thomas A. Omholt, Senior Pastor




H013 Week & [ aster Worship
at St. Faul’s Lutheran Churcl'u

Palm 5undag, A[:)ril 5

8:30 am and 11:00 am

Service of Ho]y (_ommunion and the [ assion Flag

Ho!g chncsdag, APril 8
7:§OF>m
Service of Holg (ommunion and Rite of First ]——IOIH (_ommunion

Maunclg Tl‘;ursclag, APril 9

1 2:00 noon and 750 pm
Service of Holg Communion and StriPPing of the Altar

(Good ]:ric{ag, APril 10

12:00 noon and 7:30 pm
T enebrae Service

[ aster 5unc|ag, APril 12

8:00am **note earlier time** Service of Ho[g (_ommunion

92:530am Easter E)rca](Fast

9:45am Children’s Ci-naPci Service, | aster E_gg Flunt & Ciames
1 1:00am Festival Hervice of Ho[3 (ommunion




Pasforal Acts

Baptism
March 1, 2009

Sebastian Fioerke Ebbert
son of
Timothy Ebbert and
Angelique Floerke

Baptism
March 8, 2009

Andrew Michael Johnson
son of
Laura and Michael Johnson

Please Keep In
Your Prayers...

Quinton Marsh
Barb Pitts

Paula Stutz
Jeanette Cohen
Heather Jordan
Roy and Elaine Heffley
Mark Tennyson
Asta Teemant
Florence Adam
Marge Lee

Family and friends
of David Hudson
upon his death.

Teller Wanted

We are trying to form another
team of tellers. We now have
four teams and we have one
person who has volunteered to
be a teller. We need one more
volunteer to be her partner.,
This function involves securing

and usually takes two hours after
church. Training and instructions
are provided. Please contact
Paula Stewart, 410-956-7117.

Church Council
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

President Susan Hollar and
Council members welcome your
calls at their home phone numbers.

Bill Albert 301-933-987

Jeremy Bratt 202-537-6656
Miriam Burt 202-362-4997

Gail Ferris 202-363-7311

Jay Guerber 202-686-1256
Rebecca Highsmith 202-243-3058
Susan Hollar 202-966-2009
Carrie Johnson 202-237-6235
Rod Larson 301-263-9265
James Lose 703-527-5659
Michael Triplett 703-746-0379
Beth VanHanswyk 101-363-7465

Ministry Chairs
Education Ministry
Dale Johnson - 202-237-6235
Worship Ministry
Pam Wannen - 202-454-6700
Stewardship Ministry
Carrie Johnson 202-237-6235
Evangelism Ministry
Regina Holliday - 202-248-9017
Support Ministry
James Cramer 301-946-2996
Ted Wackler- 202-244-3366
Social Ministry
Kate Belinski - 202-244-0005

Prime Time
April 22, 2009
(Note: Date Change)

Prime Time will be held on April
22" from 11:00 am — 2:00 pm.
(Date changed due to Easter.) All
are invited to attend and bring
along a friend! We will gather in
the lower auditorium for the
opening program, move to the
dining area for lunch, and finish
the fellowship time with another
program. More information to
follow. Please RSVP to the
church office (202-988-5489) if
you plan on attending and let us
know if you need transportation
to the church,

Prime Time Follow-up

The group gathered together on
March 18%, with a St. Patrick’s
Day theme. Sue Green led the
group in a rhythmic expression
exercise program, providing both
musical enjoyment and excellent
exercises which could involve
everyone! The luncheon was
delicious, featuring pork loin,
rice, fresh vegetables and a salad.
It was topped off with an apple
crisp and ice cream that seemed to
be a great hit! Finally, Julia
Burger offered a presentation of
Irish history, poetry, and some
engaging conversations for the
group. It was an enjoyable time
for everyone and we invite
anyone to join the group at our
April 22™ gathering.

Blessings to all!

and recording the Sunday offering —~Deaconess Cassie




Maundy Thursday
Meditation

Try to imagine this scene, You
are sitting at the table with Jesus
and his friends on the night before
he died. A confusing sorrow
seems to fill you, Yet, there is a
mysterious hope that has settled in
your heart. Suddenly Jesus is
standing in front of you! He looks
into your eyes and immediately
you are filled with an awareness
of his love for you. Come, sit at
the table.

—Deaconess Cassie

God Is An Apron

Supper was special that night.
There was both heaviness and
a holiness hanging in the air.
We couldn’t explain the mood .
It was sacred yet sorrowful.
Gathered around that table
eating that solemn, holy
meal seemed to us the most
important meal we had ever
sat down to eat.

We were dwelling in the heart
of mystery.
Though the night was dark
Hope felt right

as if something evil

was about to be conquered,

And then suddenly

the One we loved startied us all.
He got up from the table

and put on an apron.

Can you imagine how we felt?

God is an apron!

Tenderness encircled us

as He bowed before us.
He knelt and said,

“I choose to wash your feet
because I love you.”

God in an apron, kneeling.
I couldn 't believe my eyes.
Twas embarrassed
until His eyes met mine.
I sensed His love then.
He touched my feet,
He held them in his strong,
worn hands.
He washed them,
1 can still feel the water.
I can still feel the touch of
His hands.

I can still see the look in His eyes.

Then He handed me the towel
and said,

“As I have done

so you must do.”

Learn to bow.

Learn to kneel.

Let your tenderness encircle
everyone you meel.
Wash their feet
not because you have to,
because you want to.”

Then I kept saying,
“There are so many feet
To wash.”
“No,” I hear God'’s voice
resounding through the days
of my life.
“There are only my feet,
What you do for them
you do for me.”

Seasons of Your Heart
Marcrina Wiederkehr

Prayer Shaw/
Ministry — Thank You

I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank each member of
the Prayer Shawl Ministry. This
group has served both members of
St. Paul’s and individuals in the
community with beautifully
created prayer gifts, which have
been designed with an abundance
of love and prayers.

The members continue to create
prayer shawls, lap/bed throws,
scarves/hats, baptismal blankets,
and baby hats. What a blessing
you are to St. Paul’s

As the ministry continues to
grow, we have been blessed with
women outside of St. Paul’s who
seek to serve and contribute their
prayer gifts to the ministry. We
would like to thank Dr. Barbara
Podoski for her gift of knitted
baby booties, which now are
being given to infants on the day
of their baptism, along with the
baptismal blanket.

St. Paul’s thanks the members and
friends of this ministry who serve
others — those known and
unknown — who receive their
prayer gifts. Their ministry has
been humbling to witness as they
continue 1o serve those in need of
love and prayers. May you each
be showered with God’s abundant
love, peace and blessings.

In grateful thanksgiving,
—Deaconess Cassie




Easter Shout!

He is risen! He is visen...
indeed! Alleluial

Yes, by the time you read this
meditation we will have traveled
through those long forty days of
Lent. We began our journey on
Ash Wednesday, walked with
Jesus as he made his way to
Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, and
reflected on the powerful
meanings of Passion Week that
culminated at Calvary on Good
Friday.

Yet, Christ’s suffering and death
on the Cross are not the end of
our Lenten journey. Jesus
continues to lead us from that
Cross on Calvary to the tomb and
onto the resurrection joy of Easter
mortting. Such a time of trans-
formation for the church as it
moves from sadness to such joy!

He is risen! Alleluia! These are
the familiar Easter words, but
how about a shout of “Hooray!”
Think about it — “Christ the Lord
is Risen Today; Hooray!” Wow!
What a new version for an old
familiar Easter hymn! Sounds like
it could be some fun doesn’t it?
Yet, the word “hcooray” has a very
appropriate meaning for our
Easter celebrations. In looking for
the definition I almost overlooked
it as it was short and sweet:
“hooray — to exclaim®

How perfect as the church is
exclaiming the resurrection of our
Lord! Hooray! Is it worth a try?

Probably not, as it would sound
mighty strange to those sitting
around you as loud “hoorays”
replaced the alleluias in the

hymns. Yet, Christ calls us to lead

“alleluia™ or “hooray™ lives.
That’s pretty easy on Easter at
St. Paul’s as we rejoice with one

another, singing songs filled with

alleluias (and maybe, just maybe
a few voices of hooray).

The bigger question for us is how

do we shout Easter alleluias and
hoorays in our daily lives —
enabling us to share the Good
News of the risen Savior?

It may seem a little difficult to
discover ways to express an
“alleluia™ life, but in our modern
society perhaps we can more
easily connect to living Easter
“hooray” lives — a hooray life
lived in the full joy and
celebration of exclaiming the
Good News of Jesus’ death and
resurrection to save all of man-
kind! That’s what Easter is all
about isn’t it? Rejoicing!
Celebrating! Exclaiming]!

So as we gather on Easter
morning to rejoice in our risen
Lord, remember that you’re not
going to worship to quietly say
words that whisper I Hope That
My Redeemer Lives, but to sing
with voices that exclaim I Know
That My Redeemer Lives.

So, sing forth with your joyous
“alleluias™ but iet your hearts
shout a Joud “hooray!” I’ll bet
that you’ll be blessed with an
Easter smile!

Go forth and share the Good

News of our Easter Lord!

He is risen! He is risen...indeed!
Allefuia! Hooray!!

In the risen Christ’s service,
—Deaconess Cassie

St. John 16:7- 11

If ye abide in me, and
my words abide in you,
ye shall ask what ye will.

Herein is my Father
glorified, that ye bear
much fruit; so shall ye
be my disciples.

As the Father hath loved
me, so have I loved you;
continue ye in my love.

If ye keep my
commandments, ye shall
abide in my love; even as
I have kept my Father’s
commandments, and
abide in his love.

These things I have
spoken unto you, that my
joy might remain in you,
and that your joy might
be full.




Upcoming Happenings

Mission Trip to Nicaragua in 2010

Two mission irips are being planned to Nicaragua in January and July 2010. Several people have already
expressed interest in the trip and planning is underway. if you are interested and have not yet filled out a
mission trip survey, please contact Pastor Lovell. Stay tuned for more information!

St. Paul’s Shelter Needs

St. Paul's Men's Homeless Shelter is in need of two more twin size bed-in-a-bag sets. If you can

provide one, please contact Pastor Lovell,

Vacation Bible School on Monday-Friday, Jun. 22-26 from 9:00am-12:00noon
Registration forms available now on St. Paul’'s website and from the church office. VBS is for
children ages 3-completed 4th grade. Teens serve as helpers. Early bird registration deadline is May 24.

Summer Music Camp on Monday-Friday, Jun. 22-26 from 12:30pm-3:30pm
Registration forms available now on St. Paul's website and from the church office. Music Camp is for
children who have completed grades 1-5. Early bird registrafion deadline is May 24.

Camp “Do Justice” on Monday-Friday, Jun. 29-Jul.3 from 9:00am-12:00noon
Registration forms available now on St. Paul’'s website. Camp is open to youth completed grades 8-12.

Join Sojourners (sojo.net) at The Mobilization to End Poverty — April 26 — 29, 2009 - a historic gather-
ing of thousands of anti-poverty advocates in Washington, D.C. Together, we will call on President
Obama and the new Congress to make overcoming poverty a national priority. Registration is $299
(Regular) and $169 (Students). For more information, a complete program, and to register, visit

www.sojo.net/mobilization, or call 800-714-7474.

A Note from Pastor Lovell

Outside it is cold and dreary, at least on
this Thursday at the end of March as I write to

you. Blizzard conditions are hitting one part of back the Alleluias.

the country as another part holds a vigil,
watching and waiting for the banks of the Red
River to crest. Today does not feel much like
Easter. In the world of the church newsletter
that goes to press the prior month, however, an
Easter message is exactly what I am supposed
to write.

Give it a few more weeks and maybe
the weather will warm up. Maybe the March
blizzard will bring April flowers and the river
will no longer have hold over people’s homes,
communities and livelihoods. Then maybe I

will be ready for an Easter message, ready to
sing “Jesus Christ is Risen Today” and bring
Maybe. Then again,
maybe not. Regardless, though, Easter will
come.

Easter breaks into our cold and dreary
world bringing with it the warmth and light of
the resurrected Christ. Easter comes, even
when we are not in the mood for it and even
when we do not feel very festive. Christ rises
from the dead and thanks be to God that the

resurrection is not dependent on us being ready

for it.
Blessings;
Pastor Lovells



Holy Land Update

April 26, 2009 -- 12:15 pm
Coffee Hour Discussion
Peace and Justice
in the Holy Land

The March 29, 2009 Metropolitan
D.C. Synod Symposium at Church
of the Redeemer focused attention
on the enormity of the issues in
the Israeli — Palestinian conflict.

For over half a century many
groups have described events,
advocated, and called for prayer.
The five-point outline of the
symposium includes these and
adds a specific call —

“To encourage responsible
action in support of peace and
justice on the part of individ-
uals and congregations . ”

Advocacy and prayers are acts —
of faith; the synod add the
responsibility that individuals and
congregations become the agents
chosen in implementing the goals
of peace and justice. The above
call from the synod, a division of
the greater ELCA, is joyously
welcomed by smaller groups
within churches (as is St. Paul’s
Holy Land Program) as recogni-
tion or affirmation of the ethical
authenticity of such endeavors as
works of the church.

St. Paul’s is neither unique nor
the “most™ active Lutheran
congregation to be involved in

]

this work, but we are well ahead
of the curve. We are aware and
we have acted. Beginning in the
spring of 2005, and with official
pastoral and Church Council
support, our Holy Land Program
has been sending assistance to the
Lutheran schools in Bethlehem
and Ramaliah.

These schools perform a vital
function in the lives of the
children attending, as well as
their families and neighbors in
an area formed by decades of
uncertainty. They have experi-
enced cycles of hope, promise,
upheaval, and tightened control
as conditions have deteriorated.

Immediate problems relate to
water shortages, pollution,
settlement building, checkpoints,
home demolition, sanctions on
materials for maintenance, food,
medicine, walls, separate roads....

In this sea of despair the schools
present an image of hope and a
model for the future. Their
success is a major concern of
Lutheran Bishop Munib Younan,
ELCJHL (Evangelical. Lutheran
Church - Jordan and Holy Land).

Their goals and practices reflect
those of a free and equitable
society. Learning is based in
searching and understanding, not
recital of bias and rote.

The decency, dignity and respect
which is fostered are part of the
shared ethic of the majority of the
Jews, Christians and Muslims

who want Peace and Justice in
their land.

Come to the
Coffee Hour

Discussion —
on April 26

Your input, ideas and
questions are needed to
further define St. Paul’s
role in Middle East Peace
and Justice Initiatives.

The alternative is not
pleasant to contemplate,
should sparks ignite and
spread the turmoil.

~Florence Adam

Philippians 2:3

Let nothing be

done through

strife or vainglory,
but in lowliness of
mind let each esteem
others better than
themselves.




Congregational Ministry Happenings

St. Paul's Evangelism Ministry sponsors congregational ministry happenings to spread the
good news of Jesus Christ to the neighborhood and to build community within the
congregation. The following activities are a good way for singles, couples and families of all
ages to enjoy fellowship with one another while getting out the good news.

Rummage Sale on Saturday, April 18

St. Paul's is having a Rummage Sale to raise funds for our youth attending
the ELCA National Youth Gathering and the Men's Homeless Shelter.
Rummage of all sorts is needed and can be dropped off at St. Paul's April 14-
17 from 3pm-7pm. Sorry, items cannot be received before then. Help is
needed April 14-17 to receive and price items and on April 18 to help with the
sale. Please contact Evangelism Ministry Chair Regina Holliday at
reggieart123@yahoo.com if you can help or with questions.

’

Talent Show and Auction on Sunday, May 3 at 12:15pm

Everyone has a talent, so come and share yours with St. Paul's. In addition to the @
traditional Talent Show where St. Paul's members and friends of all ages c¢an sing, dance, %?’
do skits, and share any other talent that they might have, we will be holding a talent silent Y
auction. Offer up your talent for people to bid on during the silent auction. Can you
prepare taxes, cook a gourmet meal, provide childcare or pet care, mow a lawn, paint a
room of a house, or offer real estate services? The sky is the limit as to what your talent
to share may be! This will again help to raise funds for our youth attending the ELCA
National Youth Gathering and the Men’s Homeless Shelter, but even more importantly it
will help us to get to know one ancther's God given talents. Sign up your talent to
perform or to auction by calling or e-mailing the church office at of-
fice@stpaulslutherandc.com.

St. Paul’s Young Adults*

Holy Wednesday Dinner
St. Paul's Dining Room on Apr. 8 at 6:30pm

starts at 7:30pm. Bring a dish to share and enjoy conversation, fellowship
and then worship. RSVP to Heather Buckner at hbuckner@american.edu.

*All those who self-identify as a young adult are welcome at these activities. The young
adults at St. Paul's are a diverse group. Most tend to be in their 20s and 30s. They are sin-
gled, married, in committed relationships, with kids or without. All are welcome!

&0
o
&
A Join us for a potluck dinner prior to the Holy Wednesday worship service that
a
=



“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these

who are members of my family, you did it to me.”

Jesus speaking in Matthew 25:40b

Social Ministry News

Hands on DC Workday for All Ages

Saturday, April 25
On Saturday, April 25t, St. Paul’s will be participating in Hands On DC, an event that gathers
more than 2000 volunteers in the DC area to improve the learning environments for DC
public school students. The work consists of tasks such as painting and mulching, so anyone
who can hold a paint brush or 3 handful of mulch can help.

To sign up, please do 2 things:

1) Go to the website, http://www.handsondc.org/, and click on the “Register Here” button
(it's right below “Work” in “Work-a-thon” at the top), on the next page, click the “Join 3
Team” button—you will be able to select St. Paul’s Lutheran from a pull down menu;

2) Please e-mail Brian Halma at brian.halma@gmail.com.

If you have problems or would like assistance registering on-line, please contact Brian by e-

" mail or phone (202-669-9142).

This is a great event for families, and a great opportunity to introduce children to service.
Children who are not yet in confirmation class may participate as long as they remain under
the direct supervision of a parent while working. If you plan on doing this, please let Brian

‘know. Once we are assigned our school, we will make arrangements to meet in the 5t. Paul’s

parking lot the morning of the event and car pool down together. Finally, the event will go
forward on April 25% rain or shine, so be prepared either way!

St. Paul’s Food Pantry

First and Third Saturday of Every Month from 10am-12 noon
St. Paul’s Food Pantry continues to serve approximately 50 households each Saturday it is
open, providing people with perishable and non-perishable food. Volunteers are always
needed to help with food distribution. To volunteer or for more information, contact Evan
Davis at emdaviwm@gmail.com.

St. Paul’'s Men’s Homeless Shelter

_ St. Paul’s Men’s Homeless Shelter received just over $9,500 from the Fannie Mae Help the

Homeless Program. About §5,000 of that money was donations from church members and
the community. The other $4,000 was incentive and award money from Fannie Mae. St.
Paul’s Men’s Homeless Shelter continues to be supported primarily by contributions from
church members. Please consider making a contribution to support the work of this ministry.
Ponations should be [abeled “Homeless Shelter” and sent to the church.

To become more involved in St. Paul’s Social Ministry,
Contact Social Ministry Team Chair Kate Belinski at KBelinski@verizon.net




WORSHIP ASSISTANTS SCHEDULE

Month of April 2002

8:30 AM Service 4/s a/9 4/10 4fi2 4f19 4/26
Palm Sunday Holy Thursday Good Friday Easter
Communion Asst Rosanne Pool Aliva Anderson Ralph Benson Christi Barnhart
Lay Reader Dale Jehnson Faith Bauersfeld Debbie Bird Mike Barnhart
Greeters Glenda Kendrick Carol Hillier Mary Ballou  Christi & Mike Barnh
Ushers Eliz. Bostdorff Karl Miller Bill Jackson Carl Bauersfeld
Cari Bauersfeld Debbie Bird Vee Seeney Ralph Benson
Month of April 2009
11:00 AM Service 45 4f9-7:30 PM 4/10 - 7:30 PM 4f12 4f18 4/26
Palm Sunday Holy Thursday Good Friday Easter
Assisting Minister Bob Ayres Mike Triplett Gail Ferris Mike Triplett John Colella Amelia Nuss
Communion Assts Constance Boyce Veronica Ferris Anya Burt Kristin Lane Meridel Bulle Laura O'Brien
{wear robes & Debbie Goerlich Kate Belinski Michael Vu Melissa Shannon
sit in chancel Aaron Goerlich Amy Holley Claire Schweiker David Cox
on Palm Sunday James Smith Eric Spitler Cheryl Hickman Anya Burt
and Easter) Amelia Nuss Beth VanHanswyk Harrison Albert John Colella
Lay Reader Nell Berger John Wannen June Ericsson Debbie Goerlich

Greeter - Front

Greeter - Portico

Ushers

Crucifer

Acolyte

Torch

Banner Bearer

Matt & Erin Dybwad

Martha Dodson
Joan Janshego
Bob Janshego
Jay Guerber
Paul Reichert

Peter Guerber

Travis Truppner
John Juenemann

Meredith King
Veronica Ferris

Cara Goerlich

Eliz. Bostdorff

Eliz. Bostdorff

Veronica Ferris

Gall & Veronica

Bill Jackson

Anya Burt

Laura & Scott O'Brien

Jane Cramer
Heather Buckner
Christian Amolsch
Dick Koch

Rod Larson

Kristin Lane

Anne Marie Lane
Marg Scheuermann

Emily Guerber
Nicole Shelton

Jessica Coulter

Bill & Carol Albert

Carolyn Lynch

Carl Muhlbauer
Kevin Mayhugh
Frank Albert
Neil Berger

David Tweed

Andrew Colella
Leo Wackler

Tess & Chr. Amolsch

Heather Buckner

David Tweed
Harry Heintzen
Bob Hershey
Karl Moeller

Alyssa Edwards

Kate McCreary
Sarah McCreary
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